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THE  EAST  FAIRVIEW  MENNONITE  CHURCH 
MILFORD,  NEBRASKA 
Its  History  and  Growth 


We  of  the  East  Fairview  Church  are  much  indebted  to  George  S.  Miller  of 
Willman,  la.  for  the  church  history  information  he  was  interested  in  securing.  He 
said,  “I  give  credit  to  William  W.  Miller,  father  of  Ammon  Miller,  and  others  who 
have  passed  on  to  their  reward  for  the  information  that  I am  able  to  give,  and  I want 
to  give  it  as  I received  it.  I do  not  say  that  this  is  a perfect  record  of  past  history,  but 
I am  indeed  grateful  for  those  who  were  able  to  give  us  at  least  some  past  events.  ’ ’ 

The  history  of  any  church  is  a story  of  faith,  prayer,  work  and  sacrifice. 

It  was  during  1872  that  the  government  made  some  attractive  offers  of  lands  and 
homesteads  in  the  middle  west,  and  because  of  this,  some  eastern  Amish 
Mennonite  families  bought  land  “sight  unseen.’’ 

On  April  3,  1873  Noah  Stutzman  and  the  families  of  Abraham  Stutzman,  John 
Harris  and  Joe  Kuhns,  Sr.  came  from  Walnut  Creek,  Ohio  to  take  possession  of 
their  purchased  land  which  was  situated  just  a few  miles  west  of  Milford.  Abraham 
Stutzmans  bought  a homestead  where  Melvin  Yeackleys  now  live;  the  family  of 
John  Harris  where  Roland  Ray  Millers  now  live;  Kuhns  north  of  the  present  Orie 
Oswald  farm.  No  buildings  remain.  William  Danner  also  had  lived  there.  Abraham 
Stutzman  was  the  grandfather  of  Mrs.  William  (Emma)  Roth;  John  Harris,  the 
grandfather  of  Daniel  and  Edwin  Stauffer;  Joe  Kuhns,  the  grandfather  of  Dean, 
Albert  and  the  late  Lloyd  Kuhns;  Noah  Stutzman,  the  father  of  Harve  Stutzman  and 
grandfather  of  Wesley  Stutzman.  They  came  as  far  as  Lincoln,  for  there  was  no 
railroad  at  Milford  at  this  time.  The  History  of  Seward  County  by  W.  W.  Cox  states 
that  eight  families  constituted  the  first  settlement.  That  number  would  have 
included  all  that  came  in  the  1870’s. 

In  the  next  year,  1874,  the  J.M.T.  Miller  family  moved  here  from  Bloomington, 
III.  and  bought  the  land  where  the  church  building  now  stands.  J.M.T.  Miller  was 
the  grandfather  of  Pastor  Ammon  Miller  and  Dave  E.  Bender.  The  initial  T.  was 
added  to  J.M.  because  there  was  another  Joe  M.  Miller.  At  this  time  government 
land  could  be  bought  for  $6.00-$9.00  per  acre. 

Church  Services  and  Sunday  School  were  started  in  1875.  These  services,  all  in 
the  German  language,  were  held  in  the  homes  every  two  weeks  alternately;  Church 
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Service  one  Sunday,  Sunday  School  the  next. 

One  of  the  purposes  of  the  Sunday  School  at  that  time  was  to  teach  the  children 
the  German  language.  Some  members  have  a copy  of  the  book  used  in  the 
Beginners  Class  entitled  “A-B-C  Buchstabier  und  Lesebuch”  edited  by  the 
Mennonite  Publishing  Co.,  Elkhart,  Ind.  1905.  This  booklet  contains  ethical 
teachings,  Christian  admonition,  a morning,  evening  and  mealtime  prayer  and  the 
Lord’s  Prayer,  but  no  Bible  stories.  The  last  verse  in  the  little  book  is  remembered 
by  many  yet  today. 

Der  Hahn  Hat  oft  gekrahet  heut, 

Steh  auf,  mein  Kind,  es  ist  schon  zeit 
Zur  schul  zu  gehn.  O lerne  wohl 
Was  lebenslang  dir  nutzen  soli. 

Translated  into  English:  The  rooster  has  often  crowed  today,  “Get  up,  my  child.  It 
is  already  time  to  go  to  school.  Oh,  learn  well  that  which  will  benefit  you  all  your 
life.’’ 

The  smaller  children  learned  the  German  alphabet  and  later  learned  German 
Bible  verses.  After  they  could  read,  they  were  passed  on  to  the  class  in  which  they 
studied  chapters  from  the  New  Testament.  No  Sunday  School  materials,  other  than 
the  Bible,  were  provided  for  the  older  age  groups  who  could  read  German. 

The  Sunday  School  was  changed  to  English  before  the  preaching  services  were 
for  the  benefit  of  the  children  who  used  English  almost  entirely  after  they  entered 
the  public  school.  The  first  English  Sunday  School  Class  was  taught  by  a young 
sister  who,  when  asked  to  teach  a class,  felt  she  could  not  teach  using  the  German 
language.  So  she  was  told  to  teach  in  English.  This  teacher  was  Phoebe  Yeackley 
Zimmerman.  The  change  in  language  usage  came  somewhere  around  1910. 
Because  of  anti-German  feelings  during  World  War  I,  almost  all  teaching  and 
preaching  was  now  in  English. 

About  this  time,  it  was  customary  for  the  children  to  gather  in  front  of  the  pulpit 
to  sing  and  repeat  Bible  verses.  Little  colored  picture  cards  with  Bible  questions 
and  answers  were  reviewed  by  one  of  the  ministers. 

Sunday  School  was  organized  May  11,  1890.  David  Bender,  grandfather  of  Dave 
E.  Bender,  was  elected  superintendent  and  Andrew  J.  Kremer,  father  of  Joe 
Kremer,  assistant  superintendent,  according  to  W.W.  Miller’s  diary.  Another 
record  states  that  Abraham  Stutzman  was  the  first  superintendent. 

Preacher  Yoder  of  DeWitt,  Nebraska  held  the  first  church  service.  The  preaching 
was  mostly  expository.  The  minister  would  choose  one  or  more  chapters  of  the  Bible 
and  explain  the  Scriptures.  After  he  had  finished,  the  other  ministers  would  get  up 
one  by  one  and  give  testimony  to  the  sermon.  East  Fairview  Church  has  always  had 
a plural  ministry.  Whereas  there  now  are  two,  there  had  been  as  many  as  five  serv- 
ing in  the  same  period. 

In  October  1875  the  first  communion  service  was  held  at  the  home  of  J.M.T. 
Miller,  which  building  still  stands  on  this  farm.  It  was  used  for  a cob  house  until 
cobs  were  no  longer  used.  Richard  Miller  and  family  now  live  at  this  location  near 
the  church  where  his  father,  Ammon,  his  grandfather,  W.W.  Miller,  and  his  great 
grandfather,  J.M.T.  Miller,  had  lived.  Eleven  members  partook  of  the  communion 
with  Bishop  Christian  Ropp  of  Bloomington,  III.  in  charge.  He  was  sent  by  the 
Western  District  Amish  Mennonite  Conference. 

Paul  P.  or  P.P.  Hershberger,  as  generally  referred  to,  was  a native  of  Ohio  who 
had  moved  to  Kalona,  la.  where  he  was  ordained  to  the  ministry.  Later,  in  the 
spring  of  1876,  he  moved  to  Milford,  Nebr.  A church  was  organized  that  same 
spring  with  23  members  and  P.P.  Hershberger  became  the  first  resident  pastor  of 
this  congregation  and  the  first  Amish  Mennonite  minister  in  Nebraska.  Besides 
serving  East  Fairview  approximately  14  years,  he  also  served  the  Chappell, 
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Shickley  and  O’Neill  congregtions. 

The  second  communion  service  was  held  in  the  home  of  Jacob  Stauffer,  who 
came  to  Milford  in  1876.  Three  converts  were  baptised  at  this  service  which  was  in 
charge  of  Preacher  Zehr  of  Illinois. 

By  this  time  more  people  began  to  settle  around  Milford  and  Seward  and  the 
congregation  grew  steadily  in  numbers.  The  next  year,  1877,  Preacher  D.  C.  Miiler 
of  Howard  County,  Indiana  came  to  officiate  in  a communion  service.  The 
membership  now  was  about  50  with  two  new  members  received  at  this  time. 

Then  in  1878  Joseph  Gascho,  a minister  from  Meadows,  III.,  moved  here  with  his 
family  and  assisted  P.P.  Hershberger  in  the  ministerial  work.  He  was  the  second 
resident  minister  and  served  the  congregation  25  years. 

By  this  time  it  was  almost  impossible  to  hold  the  services  in  the  homes,  so  a 
church  house  28  ft.  by  40  ft.  was  built  in  1878  on  the  land  where  the  present 
building  now  stands.  A partition  separated  the  men  and  the  women.  The  dedication 
services  were  in  charge  of  Samuel  Zehr  of  Illinois  and  Joseph  Schlegel  of  Wayland, 
la.  The  number  of  charter  members  was  60.  The  first  trustees  of  the  church  were 
J.M.T.  Miller,  Peter  Erb  and  Abraham  Stutzman.  A porch  across  the  width  of  the 
first  structure  was  built  at  the  west  end  high  enough  so  that  the  occupants  of  the 
wagons,  spring  wagons,  buggies,  carriages,  sleds  and  cutters  could  step  right  onto 
the  porch  landing.  Two  long  rows  of  sheds  were  built  for  the  horses  and  whatever 
vehicles  they  were  hitched  to;  one  west  of  the  church  across  the  road  and  another 
along  the  west  side  of  the  area  to  the  south  of  the  church.  These  were  financed  by 
those  wanting  them.  A quote  from  the  History  of  Seward  county  by  W.W.  Cox  in 
commenting  on  the  East  Fairview  Church,  “One  feature  worthy  of  notice  and  com- 
mendation is  the  care  they  take  of  their  teams.  They  have  long  rows  of  sheds  to 
shelter  their  teams  while  they  are  at  worship.’’ 

Joseph  Schlegel  born  in  France,  bought  land  in  1878  and  moved  here  from 
Wayland,  la.  in  1879  and  thus  became  the  first  bishop  of  this  congregation,  which 
he  served  34  years. 

Joseph  Rediger,  born  in  Germany,  moved  from  Eureka,  III.  to  Milford  in  1881 
and  served  this  congregation  as  a minister  nearly  55  years. 

Jacob  Stauffer,  also  a native  of  Gemany,  came  to  Milford  in  1876  and  was 
ordained  deacon  in  1886  and  to  the  ministry  in  1895. 

The  churcn  building,  however,  became  crowded  and  in  1884,  six  years  later,  it 
was  decided  to  lengthen  the  building  by  extending  the  east  end  16  ft.,  thus  making 
it  28  ft.  by  56  ft.  This  building  served  the  congregation  six  years,  but  due  to  the 
rapid  growth,  the  house  became  overcrowded  and  in  1890,  six  years  later,  two 
wings,  each  16  ft.  by  18  ft.  were  added  onto  the  north  and  south  sides  of  the  west 
end  of  the  main  building.  The  cost  was  estimated  at  $400-$450.  The  membership 
numbered  168  at  this  time. 

N.E.  Roth  was  ordained  deacon  in  1896  and  a few  years  later  bishop  to  assist 
Joseph  Schlegel. 

On  February  20,  1901  William  W.  Miller  sold  the  land  of  the  church  building  site 
to  the  Amish  Mennonite  Church  for  $172.55. 

In  1906  plans  were  laid  for  a new  building  46  ft.  by  70  ft.  and  on  December  16, 
1906  the  building  was  dedicated.  Ministers  present  besides  those  at  home  were 
Sebastian  Gerig,  Wayland,  la.,  Daniel  Graber,  Noble,  la.,  Samuel  Gerber,  and 
John  Burkey,  Illinois,  Joseph  E.  Zimmerman,  Wood  River,  Nebr.,  Dan  Lapp, 
Roseland,  Nebr.,  Peter  Kennel,  Joseph  Schrock  and  Christian  Bellar,  Shickley, 
Nebr.  This  building,  used  44  years,  braved  many  storms.  It  was  not  unusual  during 
strong  winds  to  see  the  west  wall  move.  Sometime  during  the  duration  of  this 
building  the  pulpit  was  moved  from  the  south  side  to  the  west  end  of  the  sanctuary. 
The  men’s  entry  (yes,  there  were  separate  entries  then),  which  was  on  the 
southwest  corner  of  the  building,  was  changed  to  the  northeast  corner.  The  ladies’ 
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southeast  entry  was  not  changed.  A balcony  was  added  above  the  entries.  It  was 
used  for  Primary  Sunday  School  Classes,  as  well  as,  additional  seating.  The 
arrangement  of  the  benches  was  changed  also.  There  was  just  an  unfinished  dugout 
under  the  building  to  house  the  pipeless  coal  furnace  fuel  and  a few  extra  benches. 


Western  Amish  Mennonite  Conference  October,  1916,  at  East  Fairview 
Church. 


L.O.  Schlegel  was  ordained  deacon  in  1907  and  served  until  1925. 

William  Schlegel  was  ordained  to  the  ministry  in  1912  and  served  until  1925. 

Abe  Stutzman  was  ordained  deacon  in  1912  and  in  1915  moved  to  Wood  River, 
Nebr. 

From  1913,  when  Bishop  Joseph  Schlegel  died,  to  1920  this  church  was  without  a 
resident  bishop.  However,  Bishop  Peter  Kennel  of  Shickley,  Nebr.  served  this 
congregation  for  seven  years  until  Joseph  E.  Zimmerman  moved  here  from  Wood 
River,  Nebr.  in  1920  and  had  the  bishop  oversight  for  nearly  30  years. 

George  S.  Miller,  formerly  of  Walnut  Creek,  Ohio,  was  ordained  to  the  ministry 
in  1919  and  served  until  1938,  when  he  moved  to  Wellman,  la. 

Ammon  or  A.M.  Miller  was  ordained  deacon  in  November  1930,  minister 
January  22,  1950  and  bishop  March  27,  1960,  and  served  until  his  death  April  23, 
1973. 

Oliver  Roth  was  ordained  to  the  ministry  February  12,  1950  as  assistant  pastor. 

Sterling  U.  Stauffer  was  ordained  a deacon  February  12,  1950.  He  retired  in  1974, 
due  to  his  physical  condition. 

Three  ordinations  to  the  ministry  occurred  at  East  Fairview  in  1950  in  less  than  a 
month  of  time:  those  of  Ammon  Miller,  Oliver  Roth  and  Sterling  U.  Stauffer. 

Norman  Beckler  was  ordained  to  the  ministry  November  8,  1970. 

From  1876-1976  four  resident  bishops,  nine  ministers  and  six  deacons  have 
served  the  East  Fairview  Church;  some  in  more  than  one  office,  a total  of  fifteen 
servants.  Non-resident  bishops  who  served  were  Peter  Kennel,  Shickley,  Nebr.  for 
seven  years;  W.R.  Eicher,  Beaver  Crossing,  Nebr.  served  from  the  time  of  J.E. 
Zimmerman’s  death  in  1949  until  he  became  ill  a few  years  before  his  death  in  1959; 
Sam  Oswald  of  Beemer,  Nebr.  served  from  1955-1960  when  Ammon  Miller  was 
ordained  bishop.  Since  Bro.  Miller’s  death,  Pastor  Oliver  Roth  has  assumed 
leadership  duties. 
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The  first  song  book  used  was  entitled  “Die  Allegemeine  Lieder-Sammlung” 
which  contained  only  the  words  of  German  hymns.  The  first  song  leader  for  the 
church  was  Joseph  Kuhns,  followed  by  D.D.  Stutzman  and  Dan  Boshart.  Additional 
songbooks  used  were:  Leider  und  Melodien,  mostly  German  with  shaped  notes  and 
with  many  English  hymns  without  notes  in  the  back  of  the  book;  Church  and 
Sunday  School  Hymnal,  J.D.  Brunk,  musical  editor,  1902  in  English  with  some 
German  hymns  without  notes  in  the  back;  a similar  hymnal,  Church  and  Sunday 
School  Hymnal  with  Supplement,  J.D.  Brunk,  musical  editor,  1902,  which  provides 
additonal  English  hymns;  a secondary  book,  Life  Songs  Number  2 by  S.F.  Coffman, 
1938  and  the  present  Church  Hymnal,  J.D.  Brunk,  musical  editor  and  S.F. 
Coffman,  hymn  editor,  1927.  The  first  singing  was  in  unison.  How  much  more 
melodious  the  four-part  singing!  East  Fairview  Church  has  never  used  instrumental 
accompaniment  in  their  congregational  singing.  This  may  partly  account  for  some 
favorable  comments  concerning  their  singing.  Th  four-part  harmony  is  more 
perceptible.  Singing  schools  helped  our  congregational  singing.  Reuben  Weiss 
(Thelma  Summer’s  father)  conducted  some  of  the  first  singing  schools  in  the 
community.  These  were  held  at  the  church  and  in  country  school  houses:  Stauffer 
School,  Dist.  #73  and  Trabert  School,  Dist.  #18.  Henry  Lauber  of  Shickley 
conducted  singing  lessons  at  the  church.  Ezra  Hershberger,  Vernon  Roth,  Norma 
Stutzman  Rediger,  Lome  Kremer  and  Wayne  Troyer  have  directed  choruses.  There 
were  some  misgivings  about  accepting  “special  singing’’  or  songs  by  groups  other 
than  the  entire  congregation. 

What  about  the  naming  of  this  church?  Its  first  name  was  Fairview  Church 
because  of  its  elevation  from  which  there  is  a “fair”  view  of  many  surrounding 
farms.  When  another  church  was  organized  five  miles  west  of  the  Fairview  Church 
by  some  of  its  members  interested  in  less  distance  to  church,  it  was  necessary  to 
differentiate  the  two;  hence  East  Fairview  and  West  Fairview. 

There  had  been  no  financially  supported  ministry  except  for  individual  free  will 
giving  until  regular  offerings  were  started  in  1974,  but  with  no  specific  amount 
stated.  In  the  earlier  years  there  was  a small  membership  fee  which  was  not  enough 
to  pay  for  the  upkeep  of  the  church  and  the  necessary  distant  trips  Bishop  Joseph 
Schlegel  made  to  other  churches.  Some  of  these  had  little  means  to  help.  He  him- 
self many  times  paid  his  traveling  expenses.  Ministers  were  largely  self-support- 
ing. 


Will  Beckler,  Jo>n-Schwe*4zef,  Daniel  Stauffer. 
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The  Milford  settlement  was  composed  of  people  from  Holmes  County,  Ohio, 
Illinois,  Wayland,  Iowa,  Ontario,  Canada  and  a sprinkling  of  immigrants  directly 
from  Europe.  Some  of  the  familiar  names  are  listed  under  “Heads  of  Mennonite 
Families  in  1886.’’ 

Up  until  1920,  the  congregation  was  known  as  the  Amish  Mennonite  Church.  It 
was  under  the  Western  District  Amish  Mennonite  Conference  which  was  organized 
at  the  Sycamore  Grove  Church,  Garden  City,  Mo.,  in  1890.  Joseph  Schlegel  was  the 
moderator  of  this  first  conference  and  of  nine  succeeding  ones.  This  district 
extended  from  the  western  line  of  Indiana  to  the  Pacific  coast,  and  from  the 
Canadian  line  to  the  Mexican  border.  This  conference  did  not  have  an  organized 
District  Mission  Board.  However,  when  the  Mennonite  Board  of  Missions  and 
Charities  was  organized,  Joseph  Stauffer  of  Milford,  Nebr.  was  appointed  western 
treasurer. 

As  a result  of  working  together  in  Bible  Conferences,  evangelistic  meetings, 
Mission  Boards,  General  Conferences  and  World  War  I experiences,  the  Amish 
Mennonites  and  the  Mennonites  became  better  acquainted  and  realized  how  much 
they  were  dependent  on  each  other.  Gradually  the  lines  of  separation  grew  dim  and 
were  finally  dissolved  in  the  merger  of  the  Amish  Mennonite  and  the  Mennonite 
conferences. 

A Conference  Merger  Committee  of  twenty-four  brethern,  twelve  from  the 
Western  Amish  Mennonite  Conference  and  three  from  each  of  the  following 
Mennonite  Conferences:  Illinois,  Missouri-lowa,  Kansas-Nebraska  and  Pacific 
Coast,  met  at  East  Fairview,  May  26-27,  1920  to  consider  the  advisability  of 
merging  and  redistricting  our  western  conferences.  It  was  felt  that  the  Western 
Amish  Mennonite  Conference  District  covered  too  much  territory  to  do 
the  best  work.  Joseph  Schlegel’s  bishop  oversight  took  him  as  far  as  Oregon.  This 
large  district  was  redistricted  and,  as  a result,  the  Milford  area  came  under  the 
lowa-Nebraska  Conference  which  held  its  first  session  September  14-15,  1921  at  the 
Lower  Deer  Creek  Church  near  Kalona,  Iowa. 

Quote  from  the  late  S.C.  Yoder  “Before  the  merger  a regulation  garb  for  men 
was  not  known  in  the  Western  Amish  Mennonite  churches,  nor  was  it  required  of 
the  ministers.’’  Older  people  of  East  Fairview  can  remember  their  ministers  not 
wearing  a regulation  coat. 

Besides  growing  within  itself,  the  church  has  extended  its  borders  to  other  areas. 
The  East  Fairview  Church  has  been  the  mother  church  of  eleven  churches.  The 
eight  in  Nebraska  are  Chappell  (1890),  Salem  at  Shickley  (1891),  West  Fairview 
(1905),  Wood  River  (1905),  Broken  Bow  (1923),  Milford  Mennonite  (1925),  First 
Mennonite,  Lincoln  (1958)  co-sponsored  by  East  Fairview,  Milford  Mennonite  and 
West  Fairview,  and  North  Side  Chapel,  Omaha  (1966).  The  three  churches  outside 
Nebraska  are  Thurman,  Colo.,  Tofield,  Alberta  and  Miller,  South  Dakota. 

L.O.  Schlegel  has  records  of  many  conferences  held,  but  not  of  all.  He  does  have 
five  of  the  Western  District  Amish  Mennonite  hosted  by  East  Fairview;  the  first  in 
1891 . Several  tents  were  set  up  for  assembly,  preparing  meals  and  eating.  A steam 
engine  was  used  to  heat  water  for  coffee.  One  year,  when  a tent  was  not  rented  for 
assembly,  the  seating  capacity  of  the  church  was  enlarged  by  building  a temporary 
addition  to  the  north  side  of  the  church  and  removing  the  windows  on  that  side. 
Before  preparing  meals  on  the  conference  grounds,  each  family  would  bring  its  own 
lunch.  Those  having  overnight  guests,  prepared  lunch  for  them  also.  Mennonites 
came  from  several  states.  There  seems  to  be  less  interest  in  attending  conference 
now  than  then.  At  least  four  lowa-Nebraska  conferences  have  been  hosted  by  East 
Fairview. 

Two  Mission  Board  Meetings  have  been  hosted  by  this  church:  In  1927  and  in 
1958. 

In  1907  the  Nebraska  Sunday  School  Conference  was  organized  and  has  been 
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Kitchen  and  dining  tent  helpers. 


held  annually  since  then. 

The  first  Young  Peoples’  Bible  Meeting  was  held  February  16,  1896  and  has 
continued  in  some  form  since. 

In  1920  the  question  of  sewing  for  missions  and  the  needy  was  brought  before  the 
church.  Permission  was  given  to  the  sisters  to  have  a sewing  whenever  there  was  a 
call  for  clothing.  They  met  in  homes  every  several  months  or  perhaps  twice  a year. 
There  was  some  opposition  to  having  an  organized  Sewing  Circle  or  even  calling  it  a 
Sewing  Circle.  The  first  meeting  was  held  in  the  Joe  Yeackley  home  April  1920  with 
eleven  sisters  present.  Phoebe  Zimmerman  was  appointed  to  take  charge  of  the 
sewing.  The  Sewing  Circle  was  organized  between  1925  and  1929  (year  not  known 
because  the  record  book  was  lost).  The  meetings  were  held  in  various  homes  untii 
1943  when  they  were  held  at  the  church  in  the  summer  months  and  in  the 
homes  in  the  winter  months.  Beginning  April  1 , 1948,  the  meetings  were  held  at  the 
church  permanently  and  thus  ended  the  problems  of  transporting  sewing  machines. 
The  name  of  the  organization  was  changed  from  Sewing  Circle  to  W.M.S.A. 
(Women’s  Missionary  Service  Auxiliary),  then  to  W.M.S.C.  (Women’s  Missionary 
Service  Commission)  and  meets  the  first  Thursday  of  each  month.  Comforters  and 
quilts  seem  to  be  the  top  items  prepared  for  the  needy.  Besides  these  there  are: 
used  clothing,  new  clothing,  special  projects  of  bandages,  health,  school  and 
sewing  kits,  Christmas  bundles,  baby  layettes,  yardage,  sheets  and  towels. 

A similar  program  for  girls  is  G.M.S.A  (Girl’s  Missionary  Service  Auxiliary)  for 
ages  ten  to  fiftenn,  approximately.  Three  older  sisters  serve  as  sponsors.  The  girls 
prepare  small  quilts,  stuffed  animal  pillows,  Christmas  bundles,  gifts  for  the 
elderly.  Currently  they  are  interested  in  furnishing  articles  needed  in  Mexico. 
They,  as  well  as  W.M.S.C.,  have  devotional  and  business  sessions. 

A Bible  Conference  was  started  in  the  early  20th  century.  Two  ministers  from 
other  states  would  conduct  Bible  Study  each  forenoon  and  evening  for  several  days. 
The  evening  service  included  a sermon  also.  More  recently  there  has  been  one 
instructor,  often  a more  local  one,  with  a Bible  lesson  and  a semon  evenings  only. 

In  the  decade  of  1930  the  first  Summer  Bible  School  was  held  with  Margaret 
Horst  of  Kansas  as  superintendent.  The  church  has  had  one  annually  ever  since. 

The  young  people  of  the  church,  with  the  help  of  Brother  George  S.  Miller, 
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organized  a Literary  Society  January  16,  1934  which  met  every  three  weeks.  It  lived 
for  three  years,  but  seemingly  “died  out”  from  1937-1939  when  it  was  revived  and 
continued  until  1940,  but  how  much  longer  is  not  recorded. 

This  was  then  followed  by  E.F.F.H.  (East  Fairview  Fellowship  Hour),  a Christian 
program  desired  by  the  young  people  of  the  church  and  organized  January  2,  1945. 
Merle  Bender,  who  was  a member  and  strong  promoter  of  the  program,  later 
remarked,  “E.F.F.H.  is  the  best  thing  that  ever  happed  to  East  Fairview.’’  Some 
of  the  benefits  that  resulted  from  this  organization  are:  youth  working  together 
with  the  ministry,  and  doing  things  for  them,  promoting  a church  library,  the 
picture,  Christ  Knocking  at  Heart’s  Door,  at  the  front  of  the  sanctuary,  starting 
prayer  meetings,  weekend  Bible  Institutes,  tract  distrubution,  street  meetings, 
missionary  projects,  programs  given  at  the  Rescue  Mission  in  Lincoln  and  at  other 
churches,  including  Wood  River  and  Hesston,  Ks.,  canning  beets  at  the  J.B. 
Stauffer  home  and  tomatoes  at  the  Ammon  Miller  home  for  Hesston  College,  and 
remembering  the  boys  in  service  during  World  War  II. 

The  young  people’s  organization  then  became  known  as  M.Y.F.  (Mennonite 
Youth  Fellowship)  which  now  is  a national  organization.  Three  committees,  Faith, 
Extension  and  Fellowship,  promote  its  activities.  Some  resulting  benefits  are 
Christian  growth  through  their  regular  weekly  meetings;  visiting  the  elderly  and 
having  Scripture  reading,  singing  and  prayer  with  them;  programs  given  in  other 
churches,  including  a yearly  visit  to  Wood  River,  and  at  homes  for  the  aged; 
sponsoring  silent  auctions  whose  proceeds  helped  them  to  help  others,  and  Golden 
Age  Banquets,  much  appreciated  by  the  older  church  members,  knowing  youth 
cares.  They  gave  a Thanksgiving  Dinner  in  honor  of  their  parents.  They  enjoy 
yearly  campouts  which  provide  good  Christian  fellowship,  Christian  fun  among 
themselves,  with  their  pastor  and  two  sponsoring  couples. 


Ministers  at  winter  Bible  School. 

It  seemed  to  have  been  taken  for  granted  that  every  young  man  able  to  till  the  soil 
would  be  a farmer.  There  was  little  interest  in  a high  school  education.  William 
Kremer  and  W.R.  Eicher  were  the  first  Mennonites  in  Seward  County  to  attend 
high  school  and  both  taught  school.  This  was  in  1905  and  no  others  attended  until 
two  more  ventured  about  ten  years  later. 

The  first  actual  starting  of  the  East  Fairview  Church  Library  occurred  when  J.E. 
Zimmerman  helped  select  eleven  books  at  the  lowa-Nebraska  Conference  at  Wood 
River  in  1938.  He  helped  in  buying  two  bookcases  at  a secondhand  store  in  Lincoln. 
There  had  been  some  opposition  to  a church  library,  as  is  generally  found  when 
“something  new’’  is  proposed.  But  with  the  continued  interest  of  E.F.F.H.  and 
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other  members,  after  seven  long  years  of  more  promoting,  selecting  more  books 
and  patience,  more  or  less,  the  library  of  90  volumes  was  ready  to  be  used  August 
19,  1945.  At  present  there  are  957  volumes.  The  expansion  of  the  library  has  been 
made  possible  by  an  occasional  church  offering,  children’s  birthday  offerings,  some 
Sunday  School  class  offerings,  and  overtime  dues,  and  memorials  to  Mrs.  Katie 
Stutzman,  Melvin  Troyer,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward  Beckler,  Mary  Meyer,  Kate 
Tossey,  Mrs.  Art  Roth,  Mrs.  Ollie  Roth,  Mrs.  Omer  Stutzman,  Ammon  Miller  and 
Mrs.  Lizzie  Gascho. 

A communion  service  is  observed  in  the  spring  and  fall  of  each  year.  A common 
cup  was  used  until  the  spring  of  1972  when  individual  cups  were  used. 

Three  young  men  of  East  Fairview  were  ordained  to  the  ministry  to  serve  in  other 
areas  of  the  Church:  Merle  Bender,  May  22,  1949;  Don  Reber,  June  29,  1952; 
Morris  Stauffer,  February  27,  1966. 

The  18th  Annual  Meat  Canning  for  Relief  was  held  December  1975.  This  project 
has  been  promoted  by  East  Fairview  with  various  neighboring  Mennonite  churches 
participating,  including  Lincoln,  Beemer,  Shickley  and  Wood  River.  Sterling  U. 
Stauffer  was  the  contact  man  for  M.C.C.  for  many  years,  followed  by  W.L.  Hauder. 
The  Aden  Stutzman  farm  is  now  the  permanent  site  for  this  project. 

The  old  cemetery  plot  is  approximately  an  acre  in  size.  Needing  more  room,  a 
plot  half  that  size  was  added  in  1971 , paying  $250  for  this  addition.  It  is  thought  that 
the  first  burial  was  that  of  Kathryn  Sutter,  aunt  of  D.D.  Sutter,  in  1887. 

Three  who  have  served  as  foreign  missionaries  are  Don  and  Barbara  Reber  in 
Japan  from  1952-1966  and  Ruth  Miller  Beachey  who  has  served  in  South  America 
since  1973. 

It  is  always  sad  when  contention  disturbs  the  unity  of  a brotherhood,  causing 
divisions.  Early  in  the  20th  century  a few  members  withdrew  to  become  a part  of 
the  Egli  Church  nearby.  A few  others  became  a part  of  the  Mennonite  Brethern  in 
Christ  Church,  now  Missionary  Church.  In  about  1907,  at  least  two  families 
left  East  Fairview  because  of  the  issue  of  not  allowing  musical  instruments,  as 
organs,  in  the  members’  homes.  This  was  very  disheartening  to  some  young  people 
eager  to  learn  to  play  and  older  ones  who  appreciated  such  music.  Fortunately  this 
restriction  was  short-lived. 

A major  schism  occurred  in  1925  when,  as  a result  of  a clash  of  personalities 
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Joseph  Schlegel 
1879-1913 


N.  E.  Roth 
1896-1910 


L.  O.  Schlegel 
1907-1925 
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Will  Schlegel 
1902-1925 


George  S.  Miller 
1919-1938 


Abe  Stutzman 
1912-1915 


Joseph  E.  Zimmerman 
1920-1949 
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1930-1973 


Sterling  U.  Stauffer 
1950-1974 
[Retired] 
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The  East  Fairview  Church  1950  to  present  time. 


among  the  leaders  of  the  church,  many  left  with  minsiters,  L.O.  Schlegel  and  Will 
Schlegel  and  started  the  Amish  Mennonite  Church  in  Milford  with  81  charter 
members.  It  is  now  known  as  the  Milford  Mennonite  Church. 

In  November  1957  a “more  progressive’’  segment  of  thirteen  families  withdrew 
and  organized  the  Beilwood  Mennonite  Church  with  39  charter  members.  Their 
membership  now  is  185. 

Better  understanding,  more  tolerance  and  more  Christ-love  could  have  and 
should  have  prevented  these  regrettable  schisms. 

The  present  church  building  56  ft.  by  98  ft.,  was  constructed  of  brick  in  1949  and 
dedicated  March  5,  1950.  The  seating  capacity  is  600.  The  dedicatory  sermon  was 
given  by  W.R.  Eicher,  using  the  texts:  Isa.  56:7  “Mine  house  shall  be  called  an 
house  of  prayer  for  all  people’’  and  Psa.  96:6  “Honor  and  majesty  are  before  Him: 
strength  and  beauty  are  in  His  sanctuary.’’ 

The  membership  at  this  time  is  approximately  350. 

We  are  indeed  grateful  for  the  faith,  trust,  zeal  and  perseverance  of  the  early 
members  in  establishing  this  church  whose  foundation  is  Jesus  Christ,  and  for  the 
faithful  descendants  who  through  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  have  kept  it  a 
Christ-centered  church. 

“Help  us  as  ambassadors  in  Christ’s  stead  to  so  live  and  so  teach  that  those  who 
come  after  us  may  look  back  to  us  as  we  now  do  to  those  faithful  brethern  and 
sisters  who  labored  so  ardently  to  establish  the  East  Fairview  congregation;  not 
only  for  another  100  years,  if  the  Lord  tarries,  but  fill  He  comes.’’ 

William  H.  Kremer 
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The  Ministry  Personnel  from  1876  to  1976 


P.P.  Hershberger  was  a native  of  Ohio.  From  there  he  moved  to  Kalona,  la. 
where  he  was  ordained  to  the  ministry.  Later,  in  1876,  he  moved  to  Milford,  Nebr. 
A church  was  organized  that  same  spring  and  P.P.  Hershberger  became  the  first 
resident  pastor  of  this  congregation.  He  served  in  the  Chappell,  O’Neill  and 
Shickley  congregations  also.  Since  the  Chappell  Church  was  organized  in  1890,  he 
must  have  served  East  Fairview  no  less  than  14  years.  He  was  the  father  of  Abner 
P.,  Joe  and  John  Hershberger;  grandfather  of  Dan  and  Dave  Hershberger,  Della 
Rodgers,  Cora  Reber,  Ida  Erb,  Lena  Danner  and  Mabel  Earnest;  great  grandfather 
of  David  Hershberger  Jr.,  Vada  Hauder  and  Marguerite  Roth.  He  lived  where 
Darrel  Yeackley,  also  a great  grandson,  now  lives. 


Joseph  Gascho  was  ordained  to  the  ministry  in  Meadows,  III.  and  moved  to 
Milford  with  his  family  in  1878.  He  assisted  P.P.  Hershberger  in  the  ministerial 
work.  He  was  the  second  resident  minister  and  served  the  congregation  25  years. 
He  lived  on  what  some  remember  as  the  Abe  Ackerman  farm,  a little  south  of  the 
Walter  Ackerman  farm.  An  interesting  occupation  of  the  family  was  the  making  of 
molasses.  They  moved  to  a home  north  of  the  Dave  Hershberger  farm  between 
Milford  and  Seward  and  Jake  D.  Stutzman  bought  the  molasses  mill. 


Joseph  Schlegel,  father  of  L.O.  Schlegel,  was  born  near  Mulhausen,  Alsace, 
France  in  1837,  came  to  America  when  a young  man,  and  was  ordained  to  the 
ministry  at  Wayiand,  la.  in  1867  and  to  the  office  of  bishop  in  1868.  He  moved  to 
Milford,  Nebr.  in  1879  and  became  the  first  resident  bishop  of  East  Fairview.  He 
lived  on  his  farm  IV2  miles  south  of  the  church  where  Rick  Kremer  now  lives  and 
where  he  lived  at  the  time  of  his  death,  Dec.  25,  1913.  He  was  an  energetic  worker 
and  a fluent  speaker.  His  ability  in  settling  differences  between  people  at  variance 
brought  him  many  calls  from  many  places.  He  had  the  gift  of  a peacemaker.  He  had 
general  oversight  in  the  churches  of  Nebraska,  Colorado  and  Oregon  for  34  years. 


Joseph  Rediger  was  born  in  Baden,  Germany  and  came  to  Eureka,  III.  at  the  age 
of  23  where  he  was  ordained  to  the  ministry  in  1877.  He  moved  to  Milford  in  1881 
and  became  the  oldest  of  the  early  ministers,  having  faithfully  served  this  congre- 
gation for  nearly  55  years.  He  was  baptised  by  Jacob  Roth,  the  father  of  Ben  Roth  in 
Germany.  His  was  a quiet  disposition.  “ I hr  liebige  seele  und  wurdige 
versammlung”  is  a familiar  greeting  he  used  when  speaking  to  the  congregation. 
Translated:  “You  beloved  souls  and  worthy  assembly.’’  He  used  “ I hr  liebige 
seele’’  frequently  thorughout  his  sermon. 

Joseph  and  Magdalena  Rediger  opened  their  home  to  their  nieces,  Barbara 
Burkey  Ehrisman  and  Mary  Burkey  Teuscher  when  the  small  girls  were  left 
motherless.  Barbara  was  the  mother  of  Ezra  Ehrisman,  who  always  knew  Joseph 
and  Magdalena  as  Uncle  Joe  and  Aunt  Lena. 
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Jacob  Stauffer,  also  a native  of  Germany,  came  to  Milford  in  1876.  He  was 
ordained  deacon  in  1886  and  to  the  ministry  in  1895.  He  was  loyal  to  the  doctrines  of 
the  church,  ever  ready  to  visit  the  sick  and  those  in  need.  He  often  started  the  song, 
“Jesu,  Jesu,  Brunn  des  Lebens”.  Translated:  “Jesus,  Jesus,  Well  (or  Fountain)  of 
Life.’’ 

He  was  born  in  the  same  house  as  Ben  Roth«Wear  Milfordy  He  lived  where  D.J. 
Stutzman  now  livesc  and-4ater  where  Ron-T^eichtyslive. 


N.E.  Roth,  son  of  Chris  and  Kate  Roth,  was  ordained  deacon  in  1896  and  a few 
years  later  bishop  to  assist  Joseph  Schlegel.  However,  in  1910  he  moved  to  Tofield, 
Alberta,  Canada  where  he  was  an  active  church  leader  the  rest  of  his  life.  Many 
have  fond  memories  of  his  singing  with  children. 


L.O.  Schlegel  was  ordained  deacon  in  1907,  when  22  years  of  age,  and  served 
until  1925.  He  served  as  a minister  also. 


Will  Schlegel,  a brother  to  L.O.  Schlegel,  was  ordained  to  the  ministry  in  1912 
and  served  until  1925.  Thus  Joseph  Schlegel  and  two  of  his  sons  served  in  the  East 
Fairview  Ministry. 


Abe  [or  A.D.]  Stutzman  was  ordained  deacon  in  1912  and  in  1915  moved  to  Wood 
River,  Nebr.  He  was  the  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Richard  (Thelma)  Stutzman. 


Joseph  E.  Zimmerman  moved  to  Milford  from  Wood  River  in  1920  and  had 
bishop  oversight  for  nearly  thirty  years  or  until  his  death  December  15,  1949.  He 
had  bishop  oversight  of  the  churches  at  Beemer,  Broken  Bow  and  O’Neill  when 
there  was  no  resident  bishop.  He  was  of  a calm  disposition,  broadminded  and  often 
said,  “I  am  your  servant.’’  One  of  his  favorite  songs  was  “Oh,  Such  Wonderful 
Love.’’ 


George  S.  Miller  was  ordained  to  the  ministry  in  1919  by  S.C.  Yoder,  Chappell, 
Nebr.  and  Levi  Miller,  Garden  City,  Mo.  and  served  the  congregation  until  1939 
when  he  moved  to  Wellman,  la.  He  was  interested  in  young  people  and  helped  in 
their  activities. 


Ammon  [or  A.M.]  Miller  was  ordained  deacon  in  November,  1930,  minister 
January  22,  1950  and  bishop  March  27,  1960,  serving  faithfully  for  forty-three  years 
until  his  death,  April  23,  1973.  His  was  the  second  longest  period  of  service  in  the 
ministry.  Joseph  Rediger  had  served  fifty-five  years. 


Oliver  Roth  was  ordained  to  the  ministry  February  12,  1950  as  assistant  pastor. 
Since  Brother  Ammon  Miller’s  death,  he  has  assumed  leadership  duties. 
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Sterling  U.  Stauffer  was  ordained  to  the  office  of  deacon  February  12,  1950.  He 
retired  in  1974,  due  to  his  physical  condition.  He  was  very  faithful  in  visiting  the 
sick,  needy  and  aged. 

Norman  Beckler  was  ordained  a minister  November  8,  1970. 


SOME  EARLY  EXPERIENCES 

The  experiences  of  our  early  church  leaders  were  not  always  pleasant  in 
administering  their  duties,  for  they  braved  the  cold  and  storms  of  the  western 
prairie.  Joseph  Schlegel  and  Jacob  Stauffer  went  to  western  Nebraska  to  hold 
services  where  a few  families  had  moved  and  it  was  cold.  They  went  to  bed  with 
their  overshoes,  overcoats,  mittens  and  caps  down  over  their  ears  and  in  the 
morning  they  were  covered  with  snow.  At  anothe  time  Joseph  Schlegel,  Joseph 
Rediger  and  their  wives  went  to  Holt  County  to  serve  a few  that  were  there.  The 
family  where  they  lodged  that  night  had  two  children  and  only  one  bed.  So  the 
mother  of  the  home,  their  two  children,  sister  Schlegel  and  sister  Rediger,  five  of 
them,  slept  in  their  only  bed.  The  brethren  slept  on  the  hay  in  a newly  built 
basement. 

Before  Joseph  Schlegel  brought  his  family  to  Milford  from  Iowa,  he  came  to 
provide  a place  for  them  to  live.  While  here  putting  up  some  buildings,  his 
daughter  Lydia,  three  years  old,  died.  Because  of  the  indefiniteness  and  slowness 
of  travel  and  news  and  no  telephones,  she  had  to  be  buried  before  he  could  have 
gotten  back  to  Iowa.  When  he  did  get  back,  he  was  uncharitably  accused  of  not 
caring  for  his  family.  Some  unkind  criticism  seems  to  be  the  lot  of  many  a minister. 

Earlier  members  experienced  the  burning  of  corn  stalks  and  corn  itself  for 
heating  purposes,  blizzards,  the  drought  of  the  3Q’s  when  many  moved  to  Iowa, 
Ohio  and  Pennsylvania  in  hopes  of  more  favorable  farming  conditions.  Yet  they 
enjoyed  their  pioneer  days  in  the  west  where  they  prospered  in  their  farming  as 
well  as  in  the  building  of  the  Church  of  Christ. 


interior  view  of  church. 
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A FEW  ECHOES  OF  SERVICES  HELD  IN  1890 
[Taken  from  the  diary  of  W.W.  Miller] 

January  19  — A cold  day,  but  there  were  services  in  the  midst  of  the  storm. 

March  2 — John  H.  Stutzman  and  Katie  Erb  were  married. 

April  20  — This  is  what  they  called  Rule  Day.  We  now  call  it  Preparatory  Service 
or  Council  Meeting.  It  was  decided  that  buttons  were  not  to  be  worn  by  the  men  or 
the  women,  but  fully  half  had  buttons.  A committee  of  three  was  appointed  to 
investigate  the  case  of  two  brethern  who  had  traded  horses  and  were  dissatisfied 
with  the  deal.  The  committee  decided  that  the  one  should  pay  the  other  $25  to 
square  up  the  deal. 

May  4 — Communion  Sunday.  Schlegel  opened  the  meeting  and  Gascho 
preached  until  noon.  After  dinner  Schlegel  preached  and  gave  Communion.  There 
were  168  that  took  the  Lord’s  Supper.  It  lasted  until  about  5:00  o’clock. 

May  25  — Sunday  School.  The  lesson  was  the  first  chapter  of  John.  The  superin- 
tendent, David  Bender,  asked  two  questions:  How  many  died  that  were  not  born? 
and  How  many  were  born  that  did  not  die?  Preaching  service  at  3:00  o’clock  in  the 
afternoon,  lasting  until  6:00  o’clock. 

June  1 — The  house  was  crowded.  After  the  message,  using  the  3rd  chapter  of 
John,  a vote  was  taken  as  to  whether  we  want  to  build  wings  to  the  church  and  it 
carried.  The  cost  was  estimated  from  $400-$450.  All  expressed  their  willingness  to 
help  build. 

June  8 — Afternoon.  Service  at  3:00  o’clock.  This  was  Kinder-lehr  (Instruction 
meeting  for  converts.)  P.P.  Hershberger  read  the  first  article  and  explained  it. 
Jacob  Stauffer  read  the  second  article  and  explained  it.  Then  Joseph  Gascho  took 
the  floor  and  preached  for  nearly  an  hour  to  the  converts. 

June  15  — Schlegel  and  Rediger  came  home  from  the  conference  in  Kansas  the 
13th.  Schlegel  had  a very  good  sermon  from  Matthew  II.  The  house  was  full.  Three 
benches  in  the  little  room  were  also  filled. 

June  22  — Schlegel  and  Stauffer  were  to  Colorado  and  P.P.  Hershberger  went  to 
Seward  to  hold  meeting. 

July  13  — The  first  meeting  since  the  addition  was  finished.  Jacob  Stauffer 
opened  the  service  and  P.P.  Hershberger  delivered  the  sermon.  Text  used  was 
John  4.  Schlegel  and  Gascho  gave  witness  to  the  sermon. 

Sept.  14  — Sunday  School  attendance  was  good  and  well  conducted.  But  after  the 
reading  there  was  much  disturbance  of  small  children  walking  out  and  in,  which 
should  not  be  allowed. 

Sept.  21  — This  was  Council  Meeting.  So  the  “Ord-nung  Schrift”  was  also  read. 

Nov.  2 — We  had  to  build  fire  in  all  five  stoves. 

Echoes  of  1896 

April  26  — Votes  were  taken  to  ordain  a deacon.  There  were  nine  in  the  lot  and 
the  lot  fell  on  N.E.  Roth. 

Jan.  2 — This  was  a marriage  ceremony.  Ben  Roth  and  Barbara  Ulrich  were 
married. 

July  26  — P.P.  Hershberger  and  wife  were  here  from  Chappell.  Also  Abraham 
Stutzman  and  Noah  Stutzman.  P.P.  Hershberger  preached  from  Luke  5.  He  spoke 
very  well. 

Dec.  27  — Evening  singing  service.  Rube  Weiss  was  appointed  as  leader  and 
then  it  went  very  good. 
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ANNUAL  BUSINESS  MEETING  NOTES 


Beginning  with  the  year  1885.  The  house  was  called  to  order  by  Joseph  Schlegel 
and  opened  with  the  song,  “The  years  are  coming,  the  years  are  going.’’  The  first 
trustees  of  the  church  were  J.M.T.  Miller,  Peter  Erb  and  Abraham  Stutzman,  Dan 
Conrad,  treasurer  and  J.M.T.  Miller,  janitor.  His  wages  were  $25.00  per  year.  The 
highest  wages  in  the  next  40  years  were  $240.00. 


1888  — A vote  was  taken  to  raise  membership  fees  to  $1 .00  for  brethren  and  50c 
for  sisters.  This  was  for  expense  or  support  to  our  preachers  when  called  to  serve 
away  from  home. 

1889  — The  treasurer  was  given  power  to  make  ali  members  pay  their  fee  and  if 
they  will  not  pay,  the  treasurer  shall  report,  and  the  church  shall  take  charge  of 
such  a member. 

1890  — A vote  was  taken  as  to  whether  John  L.  Stauffer  shall  be  the  ioser  of  the 
$40.00  lost  in  the  North  Western  Banking  Co.  It  was  decided  that  the  church  shall 
lose  it. 

1894  — A vote  was  taken  to  give  the  treasurer  $2.00  per  year  for  his  salary. 

1901  — It  was  moved  that  John  Yordy  was  to  have  $1 .00  for  kindling  for  the  past 
two  years.  Also  the  janior  to  have  his  membership  fee  free. 

1914  — Upon  motion  it  was  decided  to  raise  the  membership  fees  25c  making  the 
fees  $1.25  for  brothers  and  75c  for  sisters. 

1916  — Upon  motion  it  was  decided  that  D.J.  Stauffer  act  as  auto  adviser. 

1918  — A report  was  given  by  the  committee  who  had  charge  of  money  received 
for  relief  work  in  war  time.  Amount  received  for  this  purpose  was  $2039.25. 

1921  — Upon  motion  it  was  voted  to  give  the  treasurer  $10.00  for  his  work  instead 
of  $5.00  as  before. 

1926  — Upon  motion  it  was  decided  to  raise  membership  fees  25c. 


EAST  FAIRVIEW  JANITOR  AND  THEIR  YEARLY  SALARIES 


1885  — J.M.T.  Miller $ 25.00 

1886  — Emanuel  Krendel 25.00 

1887  - J.M.T.  Miller 35.00 

1888  — Jacob  Beller 35.00 

1 88S  — Joseph  Schweitzer 36.75 

1890  — J.M.T.  Miller 40.00 

1891  — Joseph  Schlegel 48.00 

1892  — Peter  Sutter 55.00 

1893  — John  Schlegel 49.75 

1894  — John  Conrad 60.00 

1895  — Joseph  Schlegel 46.00 

1896  — D.E.  Stutzman 38.00 

1897  — Stephe  Stutzman 59.00 

1898  — John  Yordy 55.00 

1899  — John  Yordy 58.00 

1900  — Joe  Zimmerman 59.50 

1901  — Joel  Steckly  73.00 

1902  — Stephe  Stutzman 75.00 

1903  — Phoebe  Sutter  70.00 

1904  — Phoebe  Sutter 80.00 

1905  — Phoebe  Sutter  85.00 


1906  — Phoebe  Sutter  85.00 

1907  — John  L.  Stuaffer 99.00 

1908  — David  Bender 100.00 

1909  — Joel  Steckly  115.00 

1910  — John  Hershberger 116.00 

1911  — Joel  Steckly  123.00 

1912  — John  Yeackley 129.00 

1913  — Will  Schlegel 150.00 

1914  — Jonathan  Steckly 143.00 

1915  — Jonathan  Steckly 174.00 

1916  — Ben  Rediger 165.00 

1917  — Chris  Steckly 154.00 

1918  — Wess  Stutzman 200.00 

1919  — John  P.  Roth 240.00 

1920  — Jacob  Rediger 240.00 

1921  — John  P.  Roth.  . 193.00 

1922  — William  Beckler 225.00 


1923  — John  A.  Hershberger  ..  239.00 

1924  — John  K.  Hershberger  . . 199.00 

1925  — John  A.  Hershberger  ..  190.00 


The  average  salary  for  the  41  years  was  $107.00. 
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HEADS  OF  MENNONITE  FAMILIES  IN  1886 


Beckler, 

Joseph  S. 

Peter 

Bellar, 

Jacob 

Bender, 

Daniel 

J.M. 

Boshart, 

Jacob 

John 

Burkey, 

Andrew 

Andrew  s. 

Joseph 

Peter 

Valentine 

Christner, 

Joseph 

Conrad, 

D.W. 

Detwiler, 

Chris 

Dierberger,  John 

Earnest, 

John 

Eicher, 

Dan 

Jacob 

Jacob  R. 

John 

Leoi 

M.J. 

Erb, 

Chris 

Dan 

John 

Peter 

Gascho, 

Joseph 

Gardner, 

Daniel 

Hartzler, 

John 

Hauder, 

Joseph 

Hershberger,  P.P. 

Jantzi, 

John 

Kendal, 

John 

Kennel, 

John 

Pete 

Kremer, 

Andrew 

Ben 

Emanuel 

Jacob 

Kraudal, 

John 

Kuhns, 

Joseph 

Kuipfer, 

Daniel 

Lauber, 

Jacob 

Lehman, 

Jacob 

Miller, 

J.M.T. 

John 

Joseph 

W.W. 

Neff, 

Abraham 

Rediger, 

David 

Jacob 

Joseph 

Reil, 

John 

Roth, 

Christian 

Daniel 

Jacob 

Joseph 

Nickolas 

Schlegel, 

John 

Joseph 

Schrock, 

Chris 

Daniel 

Schweitzer,  Chris 
Jacob 
John 
Joseph 

Smetter, 

Frank 

Springer, 

Christian 

Joseph 

Nickolas 

Valentine 

Stahly, 

John 

Stauffer, 

Ben 
Chris 
Jacob 
John 
John  Sr. 
Joseph 
Joseph  R. 

Steckly,  Joel 

John 

Stoll,  Joseph 

Stutzman,  Aaron 

Abner 
Abraham 
Adam 
Alexandria 
Chris 
Chris  S. 
David 
Henry 
Jacob 
Jacob 
Jacob  D. 
Jeremiah 
John 
John  H. 
Jonas 
Moses  C. 
Noah 
Pete 
William 
Sutter,  Jacob 

Troyer,  Jonathan 

Ulrich,  Nickolas 

Unsizker,  John 

Valentine 
Wenger,  Nickolas 

Yeackley,  Joseph 

Yordy,  John 

Zehr,  Peter 

Zimmer,  Jacob 

Simon 

Zimmerman,  Chris 
Jacob 


Of  the  116  first  names,  John  is  the  dominant  one,  occurring  23  times,  Jacob  17, 
Joseph  16,  Chris  and  Christian  10,  Pete  and  Peter  six,  Dan  and  Daniel  six,  Nickolas 
four  and  Valentine  three. 

In  this  list  we  find  20  Stutzmans,  seven  Stauffers,  six  Eichers,  five  Burkeys,  five 
Roths.  Yet  in  the  1975  Telephone  Directory,  the  number  of  Roths  equals  the 
number  of  Stutzmans  in  Seward  County  — approximately  53  of  each. 
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